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(Mr. BURTON of Indiana addressed 

the House. His remarks will appear 
hereafter in the Extensions of Re-
marks.) 

f 

SANCTUARY CITY SAN FRANCISCO 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Colorado (Mr. TANCREDO) 
is recognized for 5 minutes. 

Mr. TANCREDO. Madam Speaker, 
some in the most radical elements of 
the pro-illegal immigration groups ad-
vocate something called ‘‘Recon-
quista,’’ or that is to say, they want to 
have that part of the United States 
that was ceded to the United States by 
the Treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo. They 
want to have it voided, and either that 
chunk of America returned to Mexico 
or become a second nation. I mean, it’s 
pretty bizarre, but that’s what they 
push for. 

Sometimes I hear some of the things 
said by some of the officials in San 
Francisco. And I would suggest that if 
advocates for this Reconquista would 
agree to take San Francisco first, I 
might be sympathetic to their par-
ticular point of view. Because some of 
the things that are done, some of the 
statements that are made are quite bi-
zarre, to say the least, and would indi-
cate a lack of willingness on the part of 
its citizens, or at least expressed by 
some of its public officials, a lack of 
willingness to adhere to the laws of 
this United States of America. 

The San Francisco Chronicle re-
ported recently that Mayor Gavin 
Newsom announced a new initiative ad-
vertising his city as a sanctuary for il-
legal aliens. According to this report, 
San Francisco plans to spend $83,000 to 
print brochures in half a dozen lan-
guages reassuring illegal aliens that 
they are welcome to stay and access 
public services. He went on to declare 
that, we don’t care what your status is, 
we want you to participate in the life 
of our city. 

It goes without saying that this is 
dangerous policy, and it makes no 
sense in a post 9/11 environment. It’s 
also a flagrant violation of Federal 
law. In 1996, Congress passed and Presi-
dent Clinton signed immigration en-
forcement legislation making policies 
like San Francisco’s that provide sanc-
tuary to illegal aliens and potential 
terrorists by refusing to report them to 
Federal authorities, making that ac-
tion illegal, as I say. But unfortunately 
for America, the Bush Administration 
doesn’t seem to care. 

Dozens of major cities have enacted 
these kinds of reckless policies, barring 
law enforcement personnel from co-
operation with Federal immigration 
enforcement efforts, and with disas-
trous results I might add. In Denver, a 
sanctuary city, a police officer was 
shot and killed and a second officer 
critically wounded on Mother’s Day of 
2005 by an illegal alien who was later 
arrested. He had been stopped twice for 
driving without a license and had to 

appear in municipal court twice. In 
April, less than one month before the 
shooting, the man was in court with a 
Mexican driver’s license, yet no one 
asked him about his immigration sta-
tus because of Denver’s sanctuary city 
policy. If the perpetrator had been de-
ported in April, that police officer 
might still be alive. 

This tragic case is just one example, 
and there are countless others. These 
policies are responsible for thousands 
of major crimes around our country, 
and could have been prevented. These 
irresponsible city leaders gamble not 
only with the safety of their own resi-
dents, but with the residents of neigh-
boring communities and the entire 
United States as well. 

Madam Speaker, the American peo-
ple have demanded an end to these dan-
gerous policies, and Congress has re-
sponded by passing legislation to out-
law them. So the question is, will 
President Bush allow this rogue mayor 
to put the rest of the country at risk, 
or will he finally live up to his oath of 
office and enforce the law? 

f 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from California (Mr. GEORGE 
MILLER) is recognized for 5 minutes. 

(Mr. GEORGE MILLER of California 
addressed the House. His remarks will 
appear hereafter in the Extensions of 
Remarks.) 
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The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from North Carolina (Mr. 
MCHENRY) is recognized for 5 minutes. 

(Mr. MCHENRY addressed the House. 
His remarks will appear hereafter in 
the Extensions of Remarks.) 

f 

ENGLISH AS THE OFFICIAL 
LANGUAGE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Georgia (Mr. BROUN) is 
recognized for 5 minutes. 

Mr. BROUN of Georgia. Madam 
Speaker, I love America, and I cherish 
the values and principles that America 
represents. Those values are increas-
ingly threatened today by an erosion of 
one of the primary bonds that keeps us 
together, a common language. 

Large scale legal and illegal immi-
gration threatens our societal cohesion 
and America’s shared values when ar-
rivals are unwilling to learn English. 
The current policies of our Federal 
Government actually enable this ero-
sion when it provides official docu-
ments in multiple languages. This 
eliminates any incentive to learn 
English. America’s genius as a melting- 
pot Nation has always been promoted 
by assimilation to a common language, 
and that language is English. 

Today, I am introducing legislation 
that declares English to be the official 
language of the United States Govern-
ment. Under the English As the Official 

Language Act of 2008, no person has an 
entitlement to receive Federal docu-
ments and services in languages other 
than English unless required by law. If 
the U.S. government is generous 
enough to make an exception, the ex-
ception does not create a legal entitle-
ment or precedent to additional serv-
ices in any other language other than 
English. This essential legislation will 
significantly reduce costs to our Fed-
eral Government and will encourage 
new legal immigrants to quickly adopt 
America’s native tongue. 

Learning English has always been 
and will continue to be a key step in 
achieving the American Dream. I ap-
plaud my fellow colleague in the other 
House, Senator JIM INHOFE, for intro-
ducing identical legislation in the Sen-
ate, and for his continued leadership on 
this critically important issue. 

Making English the official language 
of our great land is not just about pre-
serving our culture and heritage. 
Learning English is an essential step 
for our Nation’s newest potential citi-
zens that they must take if they want 
to achieve the American Dream. I 
plead with my colleagues to strengthen 
America by supporting English As the 
Official Language Act of 2008. 

f 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from California (Mr. SCHIFF) is 
recognized for 5 minutes. 

(Mr. SCHIFF addressed the House. 
His remarks will appear hereafter in 
the Extensions of Remarks.) 

f 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Indiana (Mr. PENCE) is 
recognized for 5 minutes. 

(Mr. PENCE addressed the House. His 
remarks will appear hereafter in the 
Extensions of Remarks.) 
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WE CANNOT SAY WE DID NOT 
KNOW 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Virginia (Mr. WOLF) is 
recognized for 5 minutes. 

Mr. WOLF. In his first speech in the 
British Parliament in 1789 describing 
the slave trade, William Wilberforce 
concluded telling his colleagues this, 
he said, ‘‘Having heard all of this, you 
may choose to look the other way, but 
you can never again say you did not 
know.’’ 

Not one Member of the 110th Con-
gress can say they do not know about 
the Nation’s long-term financial out-
look which former Comptroller General 
David Walker said will ‘‘result in a tsu-
nami of spending and debt that could 
swamp our ship of state.’’ 

According to the Government Ac-
countability Office, America is $5.3 
trillion deep in publicly held debt and 
has estimated $54.3 trillion in unfunded 
promised benefits if we don’t change 
our current course. And that is tril-
lions with a ‘‘T.’’ 

VerDate Aug 31 2005 01:17 Apr 11, 2008 Jkt 069060 PO 00000 Frm 00046 Fmt 4634 Sfmt 0634 E:\CR\FM\K10AP7.095 H10APPT1w
w

oo
ds

2 
on

 P
R

O
D

P
C

68
 w

ith
 H

O
U

S
E



CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — HOUSE H2213 April 10, 2008 
The Social Security Medicare Trust-

ees Report recently issued only rein-
forces the dire condition of our fiscal 
health. The Medicare Trustees Report 
concluded that consideration of re-
forms to ensure the financial security 
of Medicare must occur, stating, ‘‘the 
sooner the solutions are enacted, the 
more flexible and gradual they can be.’’ 
The Social Security report echoes this 
sense of urgency, saying, ‘‘The pro-
jected trust fund deficits should be ad-
dressed in a timely manner. Making 
adjustments sooner will allow them to 
be spread over more generations.’’ 

And if those dire projections are not 
enough to raise the warning flags, cou-
ple those with the fact that the value 
of the dollar is falling through the 
floor. What more evidence do we need 
to realize that our children and grand-
children cannot afford to have their 
leaders choose to look the other way? 

I was so disappointed that Treasury 
Secretary Paulson’s focus is not on 
this issue. I told him today when he 
testified before the State and Foreign 
Operations Appropriations Sub-
committee that I believe he is one of 
the most qualified Treasury Secre-
taries our Nation has had. He has a 
brilliant mind, but his attention isn’t 
on the most fundamental of all issues, 
the economic future of America. 

I was also disappointed that he didn’t 
answer my question about the projec-
tions credible rating agencies, such as 
Moody’s Investment Service, are mak-
ing about the U.S. triple-A bond rating 
being at risk as early as year 2012. I 
also asked Secretary Paulson what the 
ramifications of this loss would be. He 
didn’t answer that question either. 

Just last week, Congressman JIM 
COOPER and I sat in on a roundtable 
discussion held by Maya MacGuineas 
and the Committee for a Responsible 
Federal Budget, and they have done a 
great job. It was just such a diverse 
group from the business, finance and 
policy communities, former CBO direc-
tors, former OMB directors, think 
tanks, political views across the spec-
trum, the Heritage Foundation and the 
Brookings Institution included. Almost 
everyone expressed concern about the 
entitlement crisis we are facing. This 
is not only an economic issue, it is also 
generational and a moral issue. 

You may have read Pete Peterson’s 
editorial in Newsweek this week. He 
ended by quoting Dietrich Bonhoeffer, 
the German pastor who was instru-
mental in the resistance movement 
against fascist Germany. He said, ‘‘The 
ultimate test of a moral society is the 
kind of world it leaves to its children.’’ 

I cannot help but wonder what sort of 
future today’s partisan Washington is 
leaving to generations to come. If we 
can come together, both sides of the 
aisle, we can ensure that our children 
and our grandchildren have all the op-
portunity that you and I have had. JIM 
COOPER and I are working together on 
the Cooper-Wolf SAFE Commission, 
with over 80 bipartisan cosponsors. 

If anyone has another viable plan to 
address our entitlement tsunami, we’re 

anxious to hear it. But we cannot con-
tinue the status quo. Doing nothing is 
not acceptable. 

Wilberforce’s admonition rings as 
true today as it did in 1789. ‘‘Having 
heard all this, you may choose to look 
the other way, but you can never again 
say that you do not know.’’ 

We know, and it’s on our watch. Let’s 
fix it. 

f 

SUNSET MEMORIAL 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Arizona (Mr. FRANKS) is 
recognized for 5 minutes. 

Mr. FRANKS of Arizona. Madam 
Speaker, I stand once again before this 
House with yet another Sunset Memo-
rial. 

It is April 10, 2008, in the land of the 
free and the home of the brave, and be-
fore the sun set today in America, al-
most 4,000 more defenseless unborn 
children were killed by abortion on de-
mand. That’s just today, Madam 
Speaker. That’s more than the number 
of innocent lives lost on September 11 
in this country, only it happens every 
day. 

It has now been exactly 12,862 days 
since the tragedy called Roe v. Wade 
was first handed down. Since then, the 
very foundation of this Nation has been 
stained by the blood of almost 50 mil-
lion of its own children. Some of them, 
Madam Speaker, died and screamed as 
they did so, but because it was 
amniotic fluid passing over the vocal 
cords instead of air, no one could hear 
them. 

And all of them had at least four 
things in common. First, they were 
each just little babies who had done 
nothing wrong to anyone, and each one 
of them died a nameless and lonely 
death. And each one of their mothers, 
whether she realizes it or not, will 
never be quite the same. And all the 
gifts that these children might have 
brought to humanity are now lost for-
ever. Yet even in the glare of such 
tragedy, this generation still clings to 
a blind, invincible ignorance while his-
tory repeats itself and our own silent 
genocide mercilessly annihilates the 
most helpless of all victims, those yet 
unborn. 

Madam Speaker, perhaps it’s time for 
those of us in this Chamber to remind 
ourselves of why we are really all here. 
Thomas Jefferson said, ‘‘The care of 
human life and its happiness and not 
its destruction is the chief and only ob-
ject of good government.’’ The phrase 
in the 14th Amendment capsulizes our 
entire Constitution, it says, ‘‘No State 
shall deprive any person of life, liberty 
or property without due process of 
law.’’ Madam Speaker, protecting the 
lives of our innocent citizens and their 
constitutional rights is why we are all 
here. 

The bedrock foundation of this Re-
public is the clarion declaration of the 
self-evident truth that all human 
beings are created equal and endowed 

by their Creator with the unalienable 
rights of life, liberty and the pursuit of 
happiness. Every conflict and battle 
our Nation has ever faced can be traced 
to our commitment to this core, self- 
evident truth. 

b 1730 
It has made us the beacon of hope for 

the entire world. Madam Speaker, it is 
who we are. 

And yet today another day has 
passed, and we in this body have failed 
again to honor that foundational com-
mitment. We have failed our sworn 
oath and our God-given responsibility 
as we broke faith with nearly 4,000 
more innocent American babies who 
died today without the protection we 
should have given them. And it seems 
too sad to me, Madam Speaker, that 
this Sunset Memorial may be the only 
acknowledgement or remembrance 
these children who died today will ever 
have in this Chamber. 

So as a small gesture, I would ask 
those in the Chamber who are inclined 
to join me for a moment of silent me-
morial to these lost little Americans. 

Madam Speaker, let me conclude in 
the hope that perhaps someone new 
who heard this Sunset Memorial to-
night will finally embrace the truth 
that abortion really does kill little ba-
bies; that it hurts mothers in ways 
that we can never express; and that 
12,862 days spent killing nearly 50 mil-
lion unborn children in America is 
enough; and that the America that re-
jected human slavery and marched into 
Europe to arrest the Nazi Holocaust is 
still courageous and compassionate 
enough to find a better way for moth-
ers and their unborn babies than abor-
tion on demand. 

So tonight, Madam Speaker, may we 
each remind ourselves that our own 
days in this sunshine of life are also 
numbered and that all too soon each 
one of us will walk from these Cham-
bers for the very last time. 

And if it should be that this Congress 
is allowed to convene on yet another 
day to come, may that be the day when 
we finally hear the cries of innocent 
unborn children. May that be the day 
when we find the humanity, the cour-
age, and the will to embrace together 
our human and our constitutional duty 
to protect these, the least of our tiny, 
little American brothers and sisters 
from this murderous scourge upon our 
Nation called abortion on demand. 

It is April 10, 2008, 12,862 days since 
Roe versus Wade first stained the foun-
dation of this Nation with the blood of 
its own children, this in the land of the 
free and the home of the brave. 

f 

PEAK OIL 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under 

the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 18, 2007, the gentleman from 
Maryland (Mr. BARTLETT) is recognized 
for 60 minutes as the designee of the 
minority leader. 

Mr. BARTLETT of Maryland. Madam 
Speaker, I believe that this is the 41st 
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